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of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1.53(d); within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international 
application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 
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Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113. a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 

□ the statement specified in 37 CFR 1.97(e); 
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J?/ IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



I Application of: 
YOKOYAMA, et al 

Serial No.: 09/676^67 

Filed: September 29, 2000 



Title: METHOD FOR PRODUCING SOIL,) 

soil-producing umiff^thod for) 
processing and uwt for ) 
processing(x ) 



Group Art Unit: 3749 
Examiner: Unknown 



Attorney Docket No. 
YAGUCHI-0012 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 

SL97((c)(3) 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir; 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and 1.97(c)(3), Applicants.bring to the 
attention of the Examiner the documents listed on the attached Substitute Form 
PTO 1449 (in duplicate). This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed 
before the mailing date of a final rejection and/or the issuance of a notice of 
allowance. The fee in the amount of $1 80.00 is enclosed herewith. The 
Conmiissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Accoimt No. 50-0462 if any fee is 
due with respect to this filing. Moreover, please credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0462. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R.SL8 

I certify that this document, along with any document referred to as being attached, is 
being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service on April 23, 2002 as first class mail under 
37 C.F.R. §1.8 and is addressed to the Commissioner for Patej^ts, Washington, D.C 
20231. 



Iris C. Rousev 



Name of person signing document 

05/06/2002 NHOHA^iili 000001^4 0%76367 

01 FC:126 160.00 OP 




Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed 
documents and indicate that they were considered by making appropriate 
notations on the attached Substitute PTO 1449 form. Please note that JP08- 
501601 is submitted again in the current IDS with a copy of abstract. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or 
that no better art exists and does not constitute an admission that each or all of the 
listed documents are material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies 
any of the documents as prior art against any claims in the application and 
Applicants determined that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under 
United States law, Applicants reserve the right to present to the Patent Office the 
relevant facts and law regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 
Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should one or 
more of the documents are applied against the claims of the present application. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Customer No. 21302 
KNOBLE & YOSHIDA, LLC 
Eight Penn Center 
Suite 1350 

1628 John F. Kennedy Blvd. 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Telephone: (215) 599-0600 




Yoshida 
Registration No. 37,009 



2 



MATION DISCLOSURTOTATION 

y VVfUse several sheets if necessary) 



/-Kill 4^«kyWI\t_ I IXV-/. 

YAGUCHI-Oi 



09/676,367 



YOKOYAMA, et al. 



FILING 



GROUP 



% J^/ U.S. PATENT [ 


DOCUMENTS 


INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 

IF APPROPRIATE 




















































































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 










DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 




AA 


JP 01-310781 


12/14/1989 


Japan* abstract enclosed 










- 


AB 


WO 88/00483 


01/28/1988 


PCT*abstract enclosed 








J 




AC 


JP 8-501601 


2/20/1996 


Japan*ab$tract enclosed 


















































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 
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DATE CONSIDERED 


*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in confomiance and not 
considered. Include copy of this fomri with next communication to applicant. 
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